Talent  

"We have gifts that differ according to the favor bestowed on each of us." Romans 12:6

The English word "talent" originated in the Bible which describes talent as a unit of money. It's a coin representing a specific amount of money.

The Scriptures gave us a great story: A man goes on a great journey and he leaves his servants ten talents, five talents and one talent--a unit of money. The Bible then explains that the men did something with their talents. One went and invested his portion and doubled it. The next one doubled his also, but the last one took his one talent and buried it in a hole. Of course we know how the story ends. The master comes back and praises the first two for winning their master's joy and then says to the worthless servant, "What's wrong with you? You knew I would come back and ask for an accounting." Then he takes the talent away from him and the servant has lost what wasn't even his in the first place. Remember, they don't say he buried his own money; it was his master's money that he buried.

Remember this, a talent is something that is not our own. I have to convince myself of that sometimes. I'm trained as an artist. Right now a lot of my art training is on hold. Most parishioners don't know that I'm an artist. They have never seen me do any artwork, so they have no clue. Although I was able to leave behind a work of art in my previous parish, I still ask: "God, what about the talent you gave me in art? How am I going to use that?" And my mind tells me, "It's coming; it will have a way of coming out." It's not mine. It's God's gift to me and it's how well I use it. I have other talents and I use those in a way that I believe God is directing me to. Romans 12:6 affirms this truth, "We have gifts that differ according to the favor bestowed on each of us."

As with yourself, every one of us is given talents, some more, some less. And with each of the talents we received, we are asked first of all to appreciate them, to be grateful for God's gifts. Remember how we were being grateful for the gift of time? We need to see everything as gift, and that's why gratitude is an underlying value. We begin to understand that we are re not our own. We need to identify with our Master and we need to be trustworthy and to trust that God gives us talent to use well and to use it honestly and with integrity.

Again, the talent is a reflection of God the creator. God has created us in His image and likeness, and the abilities that we have are in some sense a reflection of who God is in us, and we all reflect God a little differently in the talents that we have. Remember, we're not our own. We were created for God and we and our talents reflect the goodness and creativity of God as well as the activity of God in one another.

As we see that our talent is not our own and that we should use it for God and for the benefit of God, we realize that part of this gift of our talent needs to be given back to God in thanksgiving for what He has done. Tithing of one's talent is a difficult quantity to put together, so giving a tenth of one's talent is something I don't know how to tell you to do. I have yet to hear anybody really explain that one, and I'm open for suggestions. But I do know that at least making a commitment of one's time and talent together has been the way most people see time, because you have to give of your time to be able to give of your talent. So that's how the two were put together in discussing stewardship.

I like to separate out our time in prayer because that's an important one for all of us Christians. Everybody says prayer is important. Well then do it!  Make a schedule; set it up so that you're at least spending two hours and twenty-four minutes a week in prayer. At least tithe one day a week of prayer throughout the week. It is the same thing with talent. Tithe your talent back to God by putting time and talent together-tithe that back to God in thanksgiving for all that God has done.

