Trust

"Trust in God is the preparation for the blessedness of the poor."

The underlying value of trust builds upon the value of identity. Since everything we have is from God, it is God who is in charge of our lives, not us. As we live our life, we are caught up in something much bigger than ourselves. The value of trust allows us to let go of what seemingly is in our control and to "let God" do what he is already doing for us. Thus the saying, "let go" and "let God."

As hard as it is to believe, everything is just the way God would have it at this very moment. Yes, evil is real and causes pain, suffering and death. But God has a plan to bring about life, and it's happening right now. Mysteriously, God brings about good even from evil; all we have to do is trust. For the good stewards, God provides everything we have. Our ability to be a provider is in itself a gift from God. He gives us everything we need.

Stewardship becomes a way of life by putting into action the trust that we have. This happens when acceptance comes from letting go of control. Our control is self-centeredness. It is the false belief that the world is created in our own image, and that somehow we are in charge. When things don't go "our" way, anger and resentment fuels a cynical view of life that is full of frustration. Trusting in God is based upon the belief in our own powerlessness. We realign our belief in God's almighty power and his total but hidden control to bring about what's best for us in the midst of a struggling world. We "let go" and "let God." Acceptance only comes when we come to the realization that we pray for God's will in our life, not our own. God does not let us down either. He sends His calming grace that says "Everything is all right, don't worry. You'll be okay." Peace of mind is the end result of trust brought about by acceptance.

This trust level comes out of our sense of identity. "I don't create all this stuff. God does, and He provides it to me. I develop an understanding that I'm not making it happen; God is making it happen." Then, our free will can confuse us. In our ability to have free will, something else that God has given to us, we think that we're causing things to happen and we trust in ourselves instead of realizing that it is when we surrender our wills, it is God who does for us what we cannot do for ourselves. That's the basic understanding of trust--our trusting in God that there is something greater than ourselves going on here--and it does take faith to believe that God really will provide for us.

People generally believe that, in some sort of nebulous way. When it comes down to paying bills and going off to work, however, you might think "I am doing this all by myself." But don't be fooled, God is really the one providing for you and your family. All we need to do is to trust Him.

If we really believe and trust that God will provide for all our needs, then we must be trustworthy also. We must be worthy of His trust; God must also trust us. We must be honest trustworthy in all our dealings. You cannot just say you're trustworthy; you must actually be trustworthy; you have to act it out.

This is particularly true in our relationships with our families, the parish structure, within the church, and back to the archdiocese; all of that has to be clean. If we're not trustworthy in reporting things back properly and in doing what we're obliged to do, then stewardship becomes a sham. It becomes an outward show with internal corruption. The internal issue of trust has to be established firmly within good stewardship because you miss the point of identity, if you don't understand the trust part. The trust comes from the fact that I am not my own. I am God's and God trusts me to take care of everything. This trust is shown in the way I handle all of my material possessions. As Our Lord Jesus says, if you can be trustworthy in a small matter, you can be trustworthy in larger matters. It means you have to act your spirituality-and that means you have to be trustworthy in your own parish.

How do you handle your volunteers? Do you misuse them? Are you honest with them? How do you deal with people's money? Are you honest and trustworthy? Are you totally honest with the diocese, with the government, and with all of our people in the way we handle the money that is given to our care?

These must not be sacrificed. It is easy to come up with excuses like, "Well, you know, it's really an unfair system, so I'm holding a little something back because in justice we've really got it coming to us." Folks, you would be fooling yourselves. You would undermine the very grace that comes from God as part of the spirituality. Trust God. You don't have to cheat your way into being a good steward.

That's exactly why Jesus criticized the Pharisees. They were excellent tithers, yet they were crooked. That's what upset Jesus. Outwardly, they would really tithe. They tithed on everything, even on their garden at the back of the house and even on the littlest, teeniest plants. They would tithe ten percent.

    "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you frauds! You tithe on mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law-justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former." Luke1:;42

Justice is based upon truth; you cannot be cheating. Truth and being trustworthy are an essential part of stewardship spirituality.

This is a hard pill to swallow for some people. Nevertheless, everything has to be as straight and as clean as possible. Believe it; you cannot cheat and get ahead on stewardship. God has ALL the money in the world. To the priests, I say, "Don't worry about paying your full amount to the archdiocese; don't worry about a full assessment. Just pay it. God will give you more. In fact, that's what He's counting on. How is the diocese going to get funding for their services? They're going to get it from you. God's going to give you more than you've ever had. And you can't cheat the poor, either (I'll get into what I mean by that in a latter part of the book)."

I would like to end this section with the teaching from The Catechism of the Catholic Church, which says,

"Trust in God is the preparation for the blessedness of the poor."

In identity we realize that we are not our own; we belong to God; we are created by God and for God. Our identity helps us to trust that God will provide for us; while on our part, we need to be trustworthy in all our dealings. That's the underpinning of what it is to be a steward. A steward is first and foremost honest and full of integrity.

